AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A mobile commimication terminal comprising: 

a first body; 

a second body; and 

a hinge apparatus, which rotatively couples the first body to the second body, the hinge 
apparatus comprising: 

a first hinge unit comprising: 

first hinge housing formed approximate to a side edge of the first body; and 

a first hinge member inserted into the first hinge housing; 
a second hinge unit; 

a second hinge housing formed approximate to a bottom edge of the 
second body: 

a second liinge member inseiled into tlie second hinge housinti; and 

a spring disposed adjacent to the second Mnge member in the second 
hinge housing : 

a coupling hinge member disposed between the first and second hinge units; and 

a rotation control device for applying pressure to the first hinge member, such that 
application of pressure to the first hinge member is directly transferred to the 
coupling hinge member and the second hinge member respecfivelv, to slidably 
move the first, second and coupling hinge member inside the first and second 
hinge housings. 

such that the rotation control device in a first rotation state in cooperation 
with a biasing force of the spring positions the coupling hinge member 
inside the first hinge housing, and 
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such that the rotation control device in a second rotation state in 



cooperation with the biasing force of the spring positions tlie coupling 



hinge member inside the second hinge housingir 



wherein - iie-SGCond liinge unit compriacs; 

n second hinge housii = tg - ferm e d r flppF6 j Hfflato to a bottom edge of the second body: 

a spring di s posed-adjacent to the second hinge memb e r in the second hinge 



a shaft disposed in die second hin|ie housing, wherein the shafl passes tlirough tlie 
spring, second hinge member and coupling hinge member. 



^wherein rotation-preventing surfaces are formed on a outer circumferential surfaces of 

each of the first, second and coupling hinge member s, such that the rotation-preventing smfaces 
prevent the first, second and coupling hinge members from rotating inside the first and second 
hinge housings when said rotation-preventing surfaces engage an inner circumferential surface of 
said first and second hinge housinas. and 

wherein the lotation-preventing surfaces are formed on the outer circumferential surfaces 

of each of the first, second and coupling hinae members, such that the first, second and coupling 
hinge members can slidablv move in and out of said first and second hinge housings without any 
obstruction and subject to the biasing force exerted by the spring and the rotation control deviceT . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 
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5 . (Currently amended) The mobile communication terminal of claim 3 i, wherein 
guiding surfaces are formed on opposing surfaces of the first hinge member and coupling hinge 
member. 

6. (Original) The mobile communication terminal of claim 5, wherein a groove, 
which is formed on the guiding surface of the first hinge member, engages a corresponding 
protrusion formed on the guiding surface of the coupling hinge member. 

7. (Original) The mobile communication terminal of claim 5, wherein a groove, 
which is formed on the guiding surface of the coupling hinge member, engages a corresponding 
protrusion formed on the guiding surface of the first hinge member. 

8. (Previously presented) The mobile communication terminal of claim 1, wherein t 
convex portion and a concave portion are each formed on opposing surfaces of the coupling 
hinge member and the second hinge member such that the convex and concave portions of the 
coupling hinge member correspond to the concave and convex portions, respectively, of the 
second hinge member. 

9. (Cancelled) 

1 0. (Previously presented) The mobile communication terminal of claim 1 , wherein 
first and second hinge contact surfaces are formed on an inner surface of each of the first and 
second hinge housing members, respectively, to engage the rotation-preventing surfaces of the 
first and second lainge members, respectively, to prevent rotation of the first and second hinge 
members, respectively. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The mobile communication terminal of claim 3 i, wherein 
the rotation control device comprises: 

a cap receiving portion formed on an inner surface of the first hinge housing; 
a rotation control cap; 
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a cap receiving groove formed on the cap receiving portion; 

a cap protrusion formed on an outer circumferential surface of the rotation control cap, 
wherein the cap receiving groove receives the cap protrusion; 

a female screw thread formed on an inner circumferential surface of the rotation control 
cap; and 

a male screw thread formed on a circumferential surface of the first hinge member, 
wherein the male screw thread engages the female screw thread of the rotation control cap, 

1 2. (Original) The mobile communication terminal of claim 1 1 , wherein the rotation 
control cap comprises an exposed portion to serve as a receiving point for torque applied by a 
user. 

13. (Original) The mobile communication terminal of claim 12, wherein the exposed 
portion comprises gripping means. 

14. (Original) The mobile communication terminal of claim 13, wherein the gripping 
means comprises a plurality of knurls. 

15. (Original) The mobile communication terminal of claim 1 1, further comprising a 
protrusion formed on each of the irmer surfaces of the first hinge housing and rotation control 
cap such that the protrusion formed on the mner surface of the first hinge housing prevents 
lateral movement of the rotation control cap towards the second hinge housing, 

1 6. (Original) The mobile communication terminal of claim 1, wherein a plurality of 
terminal manipulation devices are disposed on an inner surface of the first body. 

17. (Original) The mobile communication terminal of claim 1, wherein a display 
screen is disposed on an inner surface of the second body. 
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1 8. (Currently amended) A folding type mobile communication terminal, wherein a 
hinge apparatus rotatively couples a first body to a second body, the hinge apparatus comprising: 
a first hinge housing formed approximate to a side edge of the first body; 
a first hinge member inserted into the first hinge housing; 

a second liinge housing formed approximate to a bottom edge of tlie second body; 

a second hinge member inserted into the second hinge housing; 

a coupling hinge member disposed between the first and second hinge members; 

a spring disposed adjacent to the second hinge member in the second hinge housing; 

a shaft disposed in the second hinge housing, wherein the shaft passes through the spring, 
second hinge member and coupling liinge member; 

a rotation control device for controlling pressure applied to the first hinge member, such 
that application of pressure to tlie first hinge member is directly t'ansfcrred to the coupling hinge 
member and the second hinae member respectively, to move the first, second and coupling hinge 
member inside the first and second hinge housings. 

such that the rotation control device in a first rotation state in cooperation with a biasing 

force of the spring positions the coupling hinfze member inside the first hinge ho^lS^ng. and 

such that the rotation control device in a second rotation state in cooperation with the 

biasing force of the spring positions the coupling hinge member inside the second hinge housing : 

rotation-preventing surfaces formed on a circumferential surface of each of the first, 
second and coupling hinge members; and 

first and second hinge contact surfaces formed on an inner surface of each of the first and 
second hinge housing members, respectively, wherein the first and second hinge contact surfaces 
engage tlie rotation-preventing surfaces of the first and second hinge members, respectively, to 
prevent rotation of the first and second hinge members, respectively 

wherein the rotation - preventing surfaces are fonned on an outer circumferential surface 

of each of the first, second and couplinE hinge members, such that the rotation-preventing 
surfaces prevent the first, second and coupling hinge members from rotating inside the first and 
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second hinae housings when said rota tion- preventing surfaces entiage an iiiner circiuTiferential 
surface of said first and second hinge housings, and 

wherein the Totation-preventing surfaces are fontied on the circumferential surface of 

each of the first, second and coupling hinge members, such that the first, second and coupling 
hinge members can slidably move in and out of said first and second hinge housings \vithout any 
obstruction and subject to a biasing force exeited by the spring and the rotation control deyice .7 

1 9. (Original) The folding type mobile communication terminal of claim 1 8, wherein 
the hinge apparatus further comprises: 

guiding surfaces formed on opposing surfaces of the first hinge member and coupling 
hinge member, wherein a groove is formed on the guiding surface of the first hinge member and 
engages a corresponding protrusion formed on the guiding surface of the coupling hinge 
member. 

20. (Original) The folding type mobile communication terminal of claim 1 8, wherein 
a convex portion and a concave portion are each formed on opposing surfaces of the coupling 
hinge member and the second hinge member such that the convex and concave portions of the 
coupling hinge member correspond to the concave and convex portions, respectively, of the 
second hinge member. 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Original) The folding type mobile communication terminal of claim 1 8, wherein 
the rotation control device comprises: 

a cap receiving portion formed on an inner surface of the first hinge housing; 
a rotation control cap having an exposed portion to serve as a receiving point for torque 
applied by a user; 

a cap receiving groove formed on the cap receiving portion; 

a cap protrusion formed on an outer circumferential surface of the rotation control cap, 
wherein the cap receiving groove receives the cap protrusion; 
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a female screw thread formed on an inner circumferential surface of the rotation control 
cap; and 

a male screw thread formed on a circumferential surface of the first hinge member, 
wherein the male screw thread engages the female screw thread of the rotation control cap. 

23. (Previously presented) A method of unfolding a folding type mobile 
communication terminal to a maximum opening angle, the method comprising: 

rotating a rotation control device in a predetermined direction so that a first hinge 
member is forced towards an outer edge of tlie terminal, wherein a coupling hinge member is 
displaced into a first hinge housing; 

lifting a first body of the terminal, which is rotatively coupled to a second body, so that a 
convex portion of the coupling hinge member passes over a convex portion of a second hinge 
member; and 

releasing the first body of the terminal so that a spring housed in a second hinge housing 
expands and forces the convex portion of the coupling hinge member to completely pass over the 
convex portion of the second hinge member, thereby completely unfolding the terminal. 

24. (Previously presented) A method of unfolding a folding type mobile 
communication terminal to a desired opening angle, the method comprising: 

rotating a rotation control device in a predetermined direction so that a first hinge 
member is forced away from an outer edge of the terminal, wherein a coupling hinge member is 
displaced into a second hinge housing; 

lifting a first body of the terminal, which is rotatively coupled to a second body, so that a 
protrusion on the coupling hinge member engages a groove on the first hinge member; and 

releasing the first body of the terminal at the desired opening angle, wherein an elastic 
force generated by a spring housed in a second hinge housing presses the coupling hinge member 
against tlie first hinge member, thereby creating a fi-ictional force to maintain the desired opening 
angle. 
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